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absorbed lands and wealth in every direction, while Catheiine
was left to live at the gloomy castle of Chaumont,-'3 Diane's-
splendid residences of Anet and Chenonceaux were made by
her almost regal in magnificence, the Guises (the six sons oi
Claude, Duke of Guise),51 at this time her faithful vassals,
were promoted to all the chief offices in the kingdom, and no
meeting of his council was attended by Henry until he had
first discussed with Diane the matters to be brought before it.

While such was the position with regard to Henry and
Diane, Catherine the Queen had to lead a retired, self-
contained existence, making heiself as little obtrusive as pos-
sible, careful over every word and look lest she should give
opportunity to those who watched for grounds on which she
might be accused of some crime and got rid of She had to see
her ability shrouded and given no opportunity for exercise,
her rightful position usurped by a woman twenty years older
than herself, and far less talented, her birth and family
scorned and ridiculed/5 her advice never sought by hsr hus-
band, and herself despised and insulted by a court and people
who took their cue from him. Moreover, Diane de Poictiers
"delighted in devising constant slights and veiled insults30
against the 'Italian woman/ " While perhaps more galling still
was her insisting, when Catherine's children were born, in in-
stalling herself as head nurse, and as M. Georges Guiffre)
says,37 "Monopolising the cradles, and settling all questions re-
garding the newly born," taking entire management of every-
thing, nursing Catherine, receiving letters from the court
physicians complimenting her upon her care over the Queen,
and from Henry a salary aon account of the good, praise-
worthy, and agreeable services she hath rendered to our dear
and much loved companion, the Queen." And yet when
Catherine's son Charles was born (1550), Henry left the
Queen three days after his son's birth, and went to stay at
Anet with Diane, an act which even in those days was con-
sidered an unexampled breach of royal etiquette.

The above shows us a state of things such as could have